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By analogy with elliptic curves, Drinfeld invented in the 1970's new objects that he called elliptic
modules. Drinfeld modular varieties parametrize elliptic modules in the same way as the classical
modular curves parametrize elliptic curves. I would like to review Drinfeld's definition of elliptic
modules and their basic properties and I would like to explain some recent developments in this
subject.
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